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and which indeed presses with the greatest ur-
gency, is the prospect of a war with Tippoo Sul-
taun, when contrasted with the means this coun-
try possesses of meeting such an event, I cannot
view this important object, nor the embarrass-
ment in which the affairs of this country are in-
volved,, very far exceeding what there was reason
to expect when I left England, without the most
extreme solicitude.

" The particulars of our situation are so well
known to your Lordship,, that I shall have occa-
sion to bring them before you in a general point
of view, for the purpose of expressing my senti-
ments upon the subject, and not with the hope of
being able to convey information upon what has
been so much the object of your Lordship's atten-
tion. Our main army, consisting of about 8,000
fighting men, being in cantonments in the vicinity
of Wallajahbad, in deemed to be a force totally in-
adequate to offensive operations, and cannot be
strengthened from this Presidency without ma-
terially weakening the necessary garrisons, or
drawing our troops from Ceylon; a sufficient re-
inforcement of native corps to enable our army,
in co-operation with that of Bombay, to under-
take the siege of Seringapatam, can only be
drawn from Bengal $ and if reliance is to be put
upon the judgment of the best-informed persons
here, such a reinforcement cannot be expected to
arrive in the Carnatic before the end of February